DISCIPLESHIP: BEGINNINGS!

WE HAVE BECOME GOD'S CHILDREN!
Despite the protests of some people, there is not one of us who has not told lies - not just a lie, but lies.  We have done so to get out of trouble - to get something good for ourselves - to get others out of, or maybe even into trouble.  It is this tendency to lie when it suits, that shows, as human beings, just who we take after?
In Jh.8:44, the two principle character​istics of the devil are first; he never abided in the truth, because the truth was never in him, since he never accepted that God’s Word is the only real truth. (Jh.17:17)  Second, which obviously follows on from the first; he lies whenever he speaks, because he is a liar, and the father of lies, and can’t speak the truth.
The first characteristic of those of us who are God's children, is this; we not only believe the truth of God’s Word, but speak it also; the exact opposite to the flesh, and the devil.  And this is so because of the living, abiding Word of God within us. (Jh.8:42-47, Jh.1:1, 1:12 & 14:6)
This Word produces its own fruit in our lives, i.e. the “fruits of the light” of the Spirit within us.  (Eph.5:8-9)  Jesus said that his purpose in coming into the world was “to bear witness to the truth”, and we are now to be his witness to the same truth. (Acts 1:8, Jh.18:37)
But we’re not the only witnesses to God’s truth in Jesus Christ, for now his Spirit within us witnesses to our spirit that we really are the children of God.  From those who have truly been reborn, he brings a childlike cry, “Abba, Abba”, or “Daddy, Daddy.” Just as a little child cries out, calling to his daddy in joy wonder and love.  This is surely the greatest moment in anyone’s life.  

Sadly today, there are those who produce the words themselves, but it must surely be lives, full of love, compassion and empathy, which show just where the cry is coming from; whether it’s just empty words, or a Spirit induced cry from a new, reborn child of God Almighty. (Rom.8:14-16)
In Jh.l:12, we’re told we receive the power; though some say the right, and for me it’s both; to become children of God.  For while being given the right to this is amazing, I would have to say, at least for myself, that it doesn’t matter how much right I may have to this great and noble truth, if I’m not given the power as well, I’ve lost the battle.
Without that power it’s impossible for me, of myself, to live as a “blameless, innocent child of God without blemish in the middle of this crooked and perverse generation.”  How am I to “shine as a light in this world” of myself? (Phil. 2:14-15)
How can I ever hope to have the Word fulfilled in me of being conformed to the image of Jesus Christ, in all his glory, if he doesn’t give me the power to get there?  But I can praise God that his Word is true, and so I can rest in the hope of him doing in me and through me, all the things which I can’t do in my own strength. (1Jh.3:2, 2Cor.3:18 & Rom.8:29)
God has said, “I will be a Father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty”.  What a promise!!  (2Cor.6:18)
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